Yinghua News and Announcements
September 26, 2015
UPCOMING DATES 

9/27 October Dismissal Plan due by 12 noon

9/28 New bus routes begin, questions: Jeremy.Brewer@yinghuaacademy.org 

10/2 NO SCHOOL (teacher professional development); childcare option below
10/6 Daisy Girl Scouts, first after school meeting

10/9 Commons Coffee—linger after drop-off with other parents, sponsored by YACA
10/12 School photos (in uniform)—to order online, copy/paste this ID: MI215232Y0
10/14 Half-day school for conferences; dismissal at 12:30; PM buses run 3 hours early; childcare option below
10/14-15 Parent-Teacher Conferences, Fall Book Fair

10/14-10/25 School Read-A-Thon fundraiser 

10/15-16 NO SCHOOL, Conferences/Fall Break; childcare option below
10/23 Grandparents’ Day 
10/30 Storybook Character Parade—book-related costumes only
OCTOBER DISMISSAL PLAN
Please submit your October Dismissal Plan by 12-noon on September 27. For safety reasons, please stick to the routine you submit each month. Submit a rare alteration by 10:30 a.m. on the day of the change to dismissal@yinghuaacademy.org.
AN HONOR FROM MDE
Just last week the Minnesota Department of Education named Yinghua a Reward School. This distinction honors Yinghua as a top performer among Title I schools based on the Multiple Measurements Rating (MMR), a Minnesota-designed accountability system focused on closing the achievement gap and promoting high growth for all students. 2015 is the first year Yinghua applied for this honor.
BUS ROUTE CHANGES
On Monday, September 28, Yinghua AM and PM bus routes will be changed. Bus families received emails from Dean of Students Jeremy Brewer. Many thanks to riders’ families for patience and support as we’ve worked to adjust routes and schedules and add an eighth bus. 

CHILDCARE ON NO SCHOOL DAYS

Friday October 2 is a no school day for students as teachers attend professional training sessions and prepare for parent conferences. Pla-IT: Revolutionary Sports Camp offers drop-off and pick-up at Yinghua on October 2, and a field trip to Pine Tree Apple Orchard has been planned for the day. During October conferences, there will be a trip to AirMaxx trampoline park in addition to sports camp options. 
CLASSROOM PAGES, reminder
This year’s password for Classroom Pages is twenty1516.  

EARLY DISMISSAL

Use the “Report an Absence” quick link on the school website to schedule an occasional Early Dismissal (for an afternoon doctor appointment, for instance). Requests must be received by 10:30 a.m. on the day of a schedule alteration. Your child will receive a pass permitting him or her to come to leave class and meet you in the school office at the time you request. 

GRANDPARENTS’ DAY
At Yinghua, we celebrate the wonderful guidance that grandparents and elders provide to young people. This year’s schedule repeats in the morning and afternoon. Click rsvp to send a reply on behalf of a grandparent. See the home page of the Yinghua website for more information: http://www.yinghuaacademy.org/.
HEALTH OFFICE ADVICE—TOO SICK FOR SCHOOL

One goal of the school Health Office is to ensure a healthy environment. Families may have questions about determining when students should stay home. To protect students and staff, parents should keep children home when certain conditions are evident—please follow the link above.
LIVING IN NORTHEAST
Please drive cautiously on streets surrounding the school and obey parking rules. Please do not block neighbors’ driveways or alleys with cars. 

MORNING ARRIVAL BY CAR

Drop off your student at Door 14 on Fillmore Street with sufficient time for them to be their seats by 8:30 a.m. when homeroom Morning Meetings begin. 

PICTURE DAY, MONDAY, OCTOBER 12

Click here for online orders or check your student’s backpack for a large, colorful order sheet for fall school pictures, which will be taken on Monday, October 12. The Yinghua Picture Day ID is MI215232Y0. Because this year’s fall photos are to be taken on a Monday when it can be hard to remember what to wear, the school determined that it would do fall photos in uniform and spring pictures out of uniform—this is a change from years past.
SCHOOL CONFERENCES 
Parent-teacher conferences will take place in classrooms on October 14, 1-8 p.m., and October 15, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Watch for your email for a link to online conference sign ups this week. 
VOLUNTEERS

Active volunteerism is at the heart of the school. Yinghua urges parents and guardians each to donate four volunteer hours or more per school year. Daily opportunities include lunchtime, recess and library assistance. Volunteers also are needed to help staff Give to the Max Day scheduled giving sign up tables during conferences and Grandparents’ Day. At home volunteer projects include sorting Box Tops, Labels for Education and Holy Land coupons. Contact Abigail.Pribbenow@yinghuaacademy.org to get involved.
Click here to contact Yinghua News and Announcements and to submit a listing for consideration.
