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Fort Sumter Paragraph – grading rubric

	Element of paragraph
	1 point
	3 points
	5 points
	7 points

	sentence arrangement
	Each sentence is a separate paragraph.  No first words are indented.
	First word of each sentence is indented.  Each sentence is a separate paragraph.
	Sentences are strung together consecutively.  First word is not indented.
	Sentences are strung together consecutively.  First word (and no other words) are indented.

	topic sentence
	Does not tell what paragraph will be about.  Is unrelated to content of paragraph.
	Tells some of what paragraph is about, but is incomplete or vague.  Tells a detail that belongs inside the paragraph, not in the topic sentence.  Uses vague words like “this” or “these” without specifying what this or these are.
	Tells most of what paragraph will be about, and is mostly clear.  Uses vague words like “here is” or “there was.”
	Tells exactly what the paragraph will be about.  Is clearly explained.  Uses specific words.

	body sentences
	Details are placed randomly in paragraph.  All sentences have more than one idea.  The details are placed in illogical order.  Content does not include information from readings.  Content is inaccurate.  Paragraph includes only one detail.
	Related ideas are not clearly linked.  Several sentences have more than one idea.  Most sentences are not in logical order.   Paragraph includes only 2 details.  Some details are inaccurate.  
	Related ideas are near each other, but could be linked more clearly. At least 3 details are included.   Most sentences have one idea only.  Most sentences are in logical order.  Content is based on readings and mostly accurate.
	Related ideas are clearly linked.  Each sentence has one idea.  All sentences are in logical order.  More than 3 details are included.  Content is based on readings and accurate.

	conclusion sentence
	Does not tell what the paragraph was about.  Is absent completely.  Introduces a completely new idea. 
	Summarizes only part of what paragraph was about, but is incomplete.  Retells extensive details (which belong inside paragraph.)  Uses vague words like “this” or “these” without specifying what this or these are.
	Summarizes most of what paragraph was about, but is incomplete OR restates what the paragraph was about, using the same phrases as topic sentence.  Retells partial details (which belong inside paragraph.) Uses vague words like “here is” or “there was.”
	Summarizes what was in the paragraph or restates the topic in a new way (does not use the same phrase as topic sentence.)  Uses short synonyms or phrases, without retelling in detail.  Uses specific words (not “here is” or “there are.”)

	mechanics – spelling, punctuation, grammar, capitalization.
	7 or more errors
	5 – 6 errors
	3 – 4 errors
	0 – 2 errors 

	total
	5 possible
	15 possible
	25 possible
	35 possible


