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 2014-2015 Fourth Grade English Language Arts Curriculum Map

	
	Reading
	Writing*
	Language: Spelling and Conventions 
	Speaking & Listening

	September
Stories: Because of Winn-Dixie, Lewis and Clark and Me
	Theme One: “Turning Points”

*Sequence

*Summarize 

*Point of View 
*Author’s Purpose
	*Journal Writing
*Realistic Fiction
*Expository 

	*Types of Sentences

*Leveled Spelling Lists:  Short Vowels VCCV, Long a & i
	*Dramatic Retelling 


	October

Stories: On the Banks of Plum Creek, The Horned Toad Prince, Letters Home from Yosemite
	*Literary Elements: Character, Setting, Plot
*Foreshadowing
*Story Structure
*Main Idea/Supporting Details

*Author’s Purpose 
	*Journal Writing

*Parody
*Friendly Letter

*Personal Narrative 

	*Subjects and Predicates

*Compound Sentences

*Multiple Meaning Words

*Clauses and Complex sentences
* Leveled Spelling Lists- Long e & o, Long u

	*Advertisement – Media Literacy 
*Oral Presentations 
*Debate


	November

Stories: What Jo Did; Coyote School News; Scene Two
	Theme Two: Teamwork
*Cause & Effect 

*Drawing Conclusions
*Figurative Language 
*Dialogue & Narration

*Questioning


	*Journal Writing

*Poetry-Shape

*Limerick
	*Common and Proper Nouns
*Regular Plural Nouns 

*Prefixes and Suffixes (Latin)
*Leveled Spelling Lists- add –s & -es; irregular plurals
	*Media Literacy 



	December

Stories: Scene Two, So You Want to Be President
	*Draw Conclusions 
*Monitor and Clarify
*Inferring

*Main Ideas & Details 


	*Journal Writing

*Poetry 

*Persuasive Essay


	*Irregular Plurals 
*Plural Possessive Nouns 

* 
*Leveled spelling lists- words ending in -ar,-or, -ear, -ir, -our, -ur 
	*Reader’s Theater 
*Panel Discussion 



	January
Stories: The Man Who Named the Clouds; How Night Came from the Sea; Eye of the Storm
	Theme Three:  Patterns in Nature 
*Graphic Sources
*Important Ideas

*Generalize

*Cause & Effect 

*Prediction 


	*Journal Writing 
*Narrative Poem 

*Myth 

*Formal Letter 


	*Action & Linking Verbs 

*Subject-Verb Agreement  

*Past, Present, & Future Tenses 

Preparations for Spelling Bee!

	*Persuasive Speech 
*Reader’s Theater 

	February
Stories: Paul Bunyan; The Case of the Gasping Garbage; Encantado
	Theme Four: Puzzles and Mysteries 
*Generalize, 

*Inferring 

*Compare & Contrast 

*Summarize 


	*Journal Writing : 

*Summary 

*Mystery 

*Song 
	*Irregular Verbs 

*Singular & Plural Nouns 

*Kinds of Pronouns 

All-School Spelling Bee!
Leveled Spelling Lists – Possessives, Contractions, Final Syllable Patterns 
	*How-to Demonstration 
*Advertisement 

*Media Literacy 

	March
Stories: Navajo Code Talkers; Seeker of Knowledge; Encyclopedia Brown
	*Sequence

*Tone 

*Graphic Sources 

*Prediction

*Character & Plot 


	*Journal Writing 
*Instructions 

*Adventure Story 
	*Pronouns & Antecedents 
*Possessive Pronouns 

* Contractions & Negatives

Leveled Spelling Lists – Consonant Digraph /sh/, Consonants /j/, /ks/, & /kw/
	*Interview

*Retelling  
 

	April
Stories: Lost City; Cliff Hanger; Antarctic Journal
	Theme Five:  Adventure by Land, Air, and Water 
*Compare & Contrast 
*Character, Plot, & Theme 

*Main Ideas & Details 

Stories: Lost City; Cliff Hanger; Antarctic Journal
	*Journal Writing 
*Legend 

*Persuasive Ad
	*Adverbs
*Comparative & Superlative Adjectives & Adverbs 

Leveled Spelling Lists – Words with Double Consonants, Greek Word Parts, Latin Roots 
	*Radio Announcement 
*How-to Demonstrations 

*Panel Discussion 

 

	May/June 
Stories: My Brother Martin; How Tia Lola Came to Stay; A Gift from the Heart
	Theme 6:  Reaching for Goals 
*Cause & Effect
*Mood 

*Fact & Opinion 

*Summarize 

*Sequence 

*Inferring 


	*Journal Writing 

*Cause & Effect Essay 

*Skit 
	*Conjunctions
*Capitalization & Abbreviations 

Leveled Spelling Lists   Schwa, Prefixes mis-, non-, re-, Suffixes   –less, -ment,  -ness
	*Panel Discussion 
*Debate 

 


*
=All writing projects include attention to the elements of composition (writing process, punctuation, grammar, etc.

The following are general topic areas and intended timelines for instruction. The topics and resources listed are only samples, not a complete listing. Topics are listed in the month they are most likely to be taught, but may occur earlier or later than indicated. 














