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Sue’s News  
   

Dear parents, 

As I contemplated today’s newsletter, I reflected on 

the rare opportunities for learning that have taken 

place at Yinghua recently. Grandparents’ Day was 

one of those out-of-the-ordinary occasions for our stu-

dents; they were spellbound as they heard tales of one 

room schoolhouses in the rural Midwest with classes as 

small as 2, a WWII pilot who had to eject out of his 

plane, the effects of polio on children and families, the 

excitement of working for NASA, and growing up in 

faraway places like the Philippines and China.  Natu-

rally, the children were in awe but likewise the grand-

parents were amazed by the students’ Chinese lan-

guage abilities and the marvelous opportunity to at-

tend school in such a rich, diverse environment.   

Because of Parent Teacher Conferences, we were 

able to share with those parents that attended what 

we have learned about your children thus far.  We also 

place great value in the opportunity to learn from you.  

Naturally, this was just a checkup, if you will.  Never 

hesitate to contact your children’s teachers via e-mail 

or phone; if your questions or concerns are broader, 

reach out to Dr. Lien or me.   As we move toward the 

end of Term I, you will learn more about the cumulative 

final exams that are scheduled for November 13-16.  

Watch for study guides! 

Last evening at the YACA General Membership meet-

ing Joan Brzezinski, Executive Director, and Yongling 

Zhang-Gorke, Assistant Director, of the Confucius Insti-

tute at the University of Minnesota, shared a cross cul-

tural perspective with us in their presentation entitled, 

“Differences that Make a Difference”.  Participants 

learned valuable information regarding values and 

assumptions about American and Chinese cultures.   

Henry Ford once said, “Anyone who stops learning is 

old, whether at twenty or eighty.  Anyone who keeps 

learning stays young.  The greatest thing in life is to 

keep your mind young.” I’m positive I’ll be forever 

young as long as I’m lucky enough to be at Yinghua 

Academy. 

Warm regards, 

Sue 

Luyi’s Curriculum Corner 
   
Dear Yinghua Families: 

Generally speaking, the teacher’s role in Chinese cul-

ture is well respected. In ancient literature, the 

teacher’s role was defined as “those who wanted to 

learn would seek out a teacher, one who could 

propagate the doctrine，impart professional knowl-

edge，and resolve doubts.” Most Chinese teachers 

follow this rule and prepare themselves to be a great 

model to students and carefully demonstrate good 

behavior in all aspects. At Yinghua, there is also a 

general atmosphere that most teachers see them-

selves having huge responsibilities of educating their 

students, and dedicate themselves to become even 

better teachers by participating in different profes-

sional activities.  

This year, we have set up different topics for profes-

sional development for our teachers. Mrs. Berg and I 

have scheduled time to go to each classroom bi-

weekly and observe teachers in action. Then, we 

meet individual teachers and give them feedback, 

and set up tangible professional development goals 

or specific instructional goals for our next observation 

session. The most important part of this observation 

and goal-setting is to clearly articulate the objective: 

both the teacher and the administrator follow up with 

the goals. This activity gives teachers clear, measur-

able, and bite-size objectives to work on for each of 

their lessons and helps set up teachers for success. The 

other activity we have for teachers is asking teachers 

to observe another teacher’s class, learn from their 

observations, and apply their learning to their own 

classroom. The core concept for peer observation is 

to reflect on various aspects of your own and your 

peers’ teaching practice; recognizing and identifying 

good, and thus enhancing teaching quality and im-

proving student learning experiences.  

Great teachers help create great students. We are 

working toward helping every teacher to become a 

high-quality teacher. I welcome any suggestions you 

might have in this effort. I respect all our teachers' 

dedication in devoting themselves to good teaching, 

and preparing themselves to become excellent 

teachers. 

Sincerely, 

Luyi Lien, Ph.D. 

Academic Director 
 

Another opportunity for learning!  See attached  

flyer about an upcoming visit from author Cathy 

Bao Bean on November 1st from 8:45—9:45 AM. 



UPCOMING DATES 

Oct 29 Yinghua Read-a-Thon ends 

Oct 31 Storybook Character Parade 
 

Nov 8 Term II Winter Sampler 
Enrichment Online 

Nov 9 Last Day of Term I 
Enrichment 
 
Enrichment Registration Form sent in 
Friday  Folders 

Nov 12 
6:30PM 

School Board  

       

Greetings Parents & Guardians, 
 

Signing Children In/Out – We still have had many parents 

dropping children off after the start of the school day 

without signing them in.  Please remember that the 

school day officially starts at 8:30.  Students arriving to 

class after 8:30 are tardy.  Also, please remember to sign 

your child in on the clipboard in the Main Office when-

ever your child arrives after 8:30am.  This is not op-

tional.  Attendance is taking first thing in Morning Meet-

ing.  If you do not sign your child in after 8:30, they may 

be recorded as an unexcused absence for the day.  In 

the near future, Power School will be calling parents of 

absent children who have been marked unexcused.  In 

addition, when unexcused absences build up over time 

they do result in negative consequences.  None of us 

want that to happen, so please remember to sign your 

child in when they are arriving late.  Lastly, parents are 

required to sign their child out on the same clipboard in 

the Main Office whenever they pick up their child early 

from school.  Again, this is a serious safety and atten-

dance issue so please do not forget. 

National Mix-It-Up Day, Tuesday, October 20 –  Mix-It-Up 

Day is designed to encourage students to reach out be-

yond their comfort zones and connect with classmates 

that they normally do not interact with.  During the day, 

students around the country will be sitting with classmates 

during lunch who they do not normally sit with or do not 

know.  This year the Student Life Organization will be help-

ing to promote Mix-It-Up Day throughout the 

school.  Lower School classes have assigned tables so if 

they wish to participate, they will need to sit with new 

people from their own class.  Middle School students are 

allowed to sit wherever they choose during lunch so they 

will be able to sit with anyone from grades 5-8.  Please 

encourage your child(ren) to participate on Tuesday.  It’s 

a great way to stretch oneself and  grow as a human 

being. 

Student Life Fair, Wednesday, October 31st – Next 

Wednesday, we will be having a Student Life Fair during 

Student Life Period for students in grades 5-8.  During the 

fair, students will meet their Student Life Prefects, or lead-

ers, and then have a chance to go around and look at 

the different tables that will be set up by each Student 

Life Department.  At each table will be a sign-up sheet of 

the different events, activities, and projects that each 

department is working on.  Students will be able to ask 

questions and sign up to help with things that they are 

interested in, from planning the MS Dance to the Toy’s For 

Tot’s Drive to Hallway Prefects.  There are plenty of places 

for everyone, so encourage your children to sign up!  It’s 

a great way to get involved in Student Life on a smaller 

scale, while playing an important part in the operations 

of the school! 

 

Have a wonderful weekend everyone! 

 

Sincerely, 

Jeremy Brewer 

Director of Students, Families, and Community 

 

Basketball  

registration forms on the website.  

Sign up now! 

Yinghua turned off Parent Powerschool access  

today.  It will be turned on again after grades 

are posted.  If you need a lunch balance, call 

Erin in the office. 

Last Chance to Shop the Book Fair!  
  
Our in-school Book Fair has ended, but you are still able to 
shop the Online Book Fair  
now through Tuesday, October 30th. The Online Book Fair 
includes an expanded selection of titles,  
so if the book at the top of your child's wish list was sold out 
at the in-school Fair, you can still order out-of-stock books,  
or just stock up on some reading favorites for now or to save 
as a gift for later.    
  
Remember, all purchases earn more books for 
Yinghua.  Online orders ship for FREE to the school. 
 
Benefits of Online Shopping:  
- Convenient access 24 hours a day (through October 30th) 
- Expanded selection for ALL ages—preschool to adult 
- Search for books by category, grade, age & price    
- ALL purchases benefit our school  
- FREE shipping directly to the school (orders will be sent 
home with your child)  
  
So check out the Online Book Fair and thanks for supporting 
reading at Yinghua!  
 

http://www.scholastic.com/fair (enter zip code 55413) 

Middle School parents attached is a flyer 

about the upcoming information session on 
November 26th, from 6-7PM for the 2013 

China trip.   

http://www.scholastic.com/fair



