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Sue’s News 
Dear parents, 
 
The sight of 112 enthusiastic kindergartners at the Main 
Campus on Wednesday for an official preview visit to first 
grade was heartwarming.  They began their day on the big 
playground at drop-off, where they captured the attention 
of the MS prefects who were willing to help supervise and 
“play”.  I had to giggle when I saw 7 seventh graders taking 
turns pushing one darling child on the swing!  Needless to 
say, once inside the first graders and their teachers took 
over and treated their younger counterparts to a lively 
morning meeting.  They exchanged friendship necklaces, 
sang songs, played games, and had a taste of grade one.  
Typically, we include a tour but next fall the Main Campus 
will have a brand new look and feel with the renovation of 
our current building and the opening of our new addition.  
In fact, the rooms the children visited will be the kinder 
rooms next year so they should feel at home.  It was an 
eventful day, although brief, for everyone! 
 
Excitement is mounting as we anticipate welcoming our 
youngest students back to our Buchanan Street address.  
As final preparations for next year’s draft budget were be-
ing made, the Board of Education and administration 
voted to increase the number of kindergarten sections 
from four to five.  We have ample capacity in our ex-
panded facility; in fact, even with the increased section, we 
will only utilize 30 out of 33 available classrooms so we 
have room to grow.  With kindergarten and first grade as 
the only entry points for the most part, this decision made 
sense for Yinghua’s future.  This is a decision for next year 
only at this point although we have studied the impact of a 
similar decision in alternate years moving forward.  Thank-
fully, we still had a robust waitlist after the February lot-
tery so we feel optimistic about filling these additional 
spaces.  Responses from families who received the letter 
with this good news have already resulted in registrations. 
 
After a wonderful “week on wheels”, we all look forward 
to the long weekend, a chance to catch our breath, and 
prepare for a sprint to the finish of this school year! 
 
Warm regards, 
Sue Berg 
Executive Director 

Luyi’s Curriculum Corner 
Dear Parents, 
 
It is a busy time for everyone during the final few weeks of 
school:  the students and the teachers are busy preparing for 
the finals; Mrs. Berg and I are diligently conducting our final 
round of teacher observations and writing their final perform-
ance reviews. 
 
For some teachers, a typical review week consists of having stu-
dents listen to lectures and do endless worksheets.  At Yinghua, 
we encourage our teachers to take a more creative approach. 
During our observations, I was very pleased to see many fun 
games being played to review concepts, in addition to work-
sheets.  For example, a teacher used one strip of paper to re-
view fraction, where the students folded the strip in half, in 
fourths, and in eighths – the students were able to learn the 
concept while having fun.  Another review lesson was about 
descriptive writing where the students were paired to first ver-
bally describe each other’s appearance before putting their 
words on paper, all in Chinese!  In another great lesson the stu-
dents were asked to select a character from the cards the 
teacher prepared and made up a story about the character: the 
students used their imagination to make the stories fun using 
the vocabulary and sentence patterns they needed to work on. 
 
Conducting observations is an important step for us to guide 
and coach our teachers who play such a crucial role in educat-
ing our students.  During our final review meetings with the 
teachers, we will be sharing with them our observation feed-
back and ask the teachers to set up two goals for next year:  
one personal and one professional. The personal goal could be 
as simple as “be home for dinner every night” or “I would like 
to jog three times per week.”  The professional goal could be 
“take a licensure course at the University of Minnesota” or as 
specific as “learn two new strategies of teaching language and 
content.”   What we are trying to do is support the teachers to 
balance their personal and professional lives and to seek con-
stant improvement. 
 
As Yinghua grows, we are hoping to cultivate many, many good 
teachers.  Please be sure to thank our wonderful teachers for 
their effort and hard work as we approach the end of the school 
year. 
 
Have a restful long weekend! 
Sincerely, 
Luyi Lien, Ph.D. 
Academic Director 



UPCOMING DATES 

May 26 NO SCHOOL 
Memorial Day 

May 29 - June 4 End of the Year Exams 

May 30 
2:00PM 

 
KG Academic Performances  
(at Kinder Campus) 

June 2 
6:30PM 

 
YACA Board Meeting 

June 5 
1:30PM 

 
Honors Convocation and Graduation 

June 6 
 
8:30-10:00AM 

Last Day of School 
K-8 Field Day 
First Friday Coffee 

Brewer’s Blog 
Greetings Parents! 
 
As I write this, it is an absolutely gorgeous day outside!  My window is open; the cool breeze is blowing; and the kids are having a blast 
riding around on their “wheels”.  The energy and fun is contagious!  I’ve especially enjoyed watching all of the kids on the rip-sticks (two 
wheeled skate boards).  I’m so impressed, and a bit jealous! 

  
Now that spring fever is finally in the air, we do need to send out a quick traffic reminder.  Please remember to approach the school via 
Pierce during morning arrival and afternoon dismissal.  Then, be sure to pull all the way forward around 16th to drop/pick-up along the 
park curb on 16th.  After that, parents should continue exiting via Lincoln.  Lately, we’ve been seeing more and more parents forget to do 
their loading/unloading on 16th, which is slowing up the queue line.  We have a whole block of space on 16th between Buchanan and 
Lincoln.  Please take advantage of it so everyone can get in and get out as quickly as possible.  Also, please try not to block the sidewalk 
crossing right at the corner where the sidewalk and bike paths converge to cross Buchanan right by the playground.  We’ve had more 
and more people biking through the park and some are getting grumpy about being blocked by cars as they try to get through.  We want 
to be good neighbors and inconvenience park users as little as possible, so thank you for your cooperation in this area. 

  
I also wanted to send a quick announcement regarding the 2014-2015 Student Life Prefect interview process.  Normally, we accept the 
applications and do the interviews every spring and announce the new cabinet members at the end of the school year.  However, this 
year, we are going to postpone the interviews until next September.  With the first stage of construction wrapping up, all of the packing 
and moving that needs to be done, exams, testing, and everything else going on right now, we just felt it was best to wait.  That way, we 
are able to spend real quality time with each candidate, which is definitely a priority. 

  
Moving forward, the plan is to send out the applications and a brief description of the positions to all MS families in August.  That way 
students can think about what they would like to apply for and bring in their applications the first few days of school.  Our goal is to have 
the new cabinet positions filled by the end of September, if not sooner.  Please encourage your children to apply.  Student Life is a great 
opportunity to learn leadership skills, practice real life responsibility, be involved in the school on a deeper level, and really contribute to 
the overall culture of YA.  Besides, it’s a ton of fun! 

  
Thanks and have a wonderful long Memorial Day weekend! 
Jeremy Brewer 
Director of Students, Families, and Community 

Books for Summer! 
 

Reading throughout the summer helps maintain your child's 
reading skills, and prepares him/her for the upcoming school 
year.  Scholastic books are available for purchase 
at scholastic.com/readingclub(online code H7DQZ).  Your pur-
chase helps provide classroom books for Yinghua stu-
dents.  Orders are due  TODAY, FRIDAY, MAY 23 so that we can 
ensure delivery before the end of the school year.   Please con-
tact Kimberly Gill (kimberly.gill@yinghuaacademy.org) if you 
have any questions. 

Memo from Jennifer Vanyo, Business Manager 
 
Important Notice to families that have any outstanding pay-
ments due for Enrichment/Music/Yinghua Care, Transportation 
or other misc. activities: 
   
Please submit payment as soon as possible!  
 
Students that have outstanding balances will not receive end of 
year report cards until all balances are made in full.  
 
*Please contact me directly for payment options.   

Yearbooks 
 
Don’t forget to order your yearbook to remember 2013-
2014 at Yinghua. The order deadline is May 30, 2014. You 
can order online or can stop by the office for an order 
form. For an online yearbook purchase, go to http://
ybpay.lifetouch.com. Our school ID code is 11174914. 

http://scholastic.com/readingclub
mailto:kimberly.gill@yinghuaacademy.org


PHYSICAL EDUCATION UPDATE 
 

The last two weeks have been fun, fast and very busy.  We had a great day for the Popsicle run on May 14 and we had 
four beautiful days for “Wheels Week.” The kids were so excited for “Wheels Week” that we allowed them to use their 
wheels during recess.  All went well except for some scraped knees or hands, a few minor collisions and equipment repair 
(chains falling off bikes and scooters needing adjustments).   Thank you parents for your support in sending your child’s 
wheels and protective gear to school. 
  
Next few weeks we will be slowing down and learning recreational games (kubb, bocce, bag toss, ladder golf, croquet, kan 
jam and more).  Recreational games are great fun for every one of all ages.  

Library Reminder 
 
All Yinghua library books are due 
on Friday, May 30th. A drop box is 
located outside the cafeteria. 
Library materials must be returned or 
replacement fees paid in full in order 
to receive reports cards. Overdue no-
tices were sent home last week. 
In lieu of the fee, the library gladly 
would accept a replacement copy of 
the same book. 
If you have any questions, contact 
Becky Hoffmann 
at library@yinghuaacademy.org 

S.E.A.C. Elections and Last Meeting of the Year 
 Tuesday, May 27th 4:15-6:00pm!  

 
The Special Education Advisory Council of Yinghua Academy, also known as the Yinghua Academy SEAC has as its mission:  
To provide input into the decision-making process of the special education department, provide a communication link with 
the community at large, advocate for high-quality educational programs for all learners, and assure the implementation of 
Yinghua Academy’s and Special Education’s mis-sion to all students attending Yinghua Academy.  
 
This advisory council meets 3 times per year and is an opportunity for parents of students with spe-cial needs to connect with 
each other and provide feedback to the special education department and administration about special education services at 
Yinghua Academy. You do not have to be a mem-ber to attend, but the council is looking for new members, especially mem-
bers of younger stu-dents receiving special education services at Yinghua Academy, to carry on leadership in the coming 
years. Please see attached flier and visit the Special Education link on Yinghua’s website under the “current families” tab for 
more information. 

Construction Updates 
 
Check out the Expansion page of 
Yinghua website to see and read 
about all the exciting new work 
and progress on the expansion!  
www.yinghuaacademy.org/
about/expansion 

We Are Water Exhibition at The Soap Factory 
 
The Soap Factory art gal-
lery would like to invite 
you to our exhibition We 
Are Water. We Are Water: 
Kinship of Rivers is a 
month-long curatorial col-
laboration between Wang 
Ping and The Soap Fac-
tory; Artists from the 
Yangtze and Mississippi 
Rivers come together to 
present sculptural installations, films, music, poetry, art, performance, food and 
interactive creativity to celebrate rivers and cultures from the two continents. 
2000 river flags, made by people from both rivers, will be on display. 
  
At the gallery, visitors and families can participate in a wide variety of activities. 
Make a beautiful river flag, participate in a traditional Chinese tea ceremony, learn 
to make paper cranes, and add your stories and poetry to life on a real canoe. A 
large Sand Mandala will be created by Tibetan monks over the course of the We 
Are Water exhibition. Visitors can watch and meditate as the mandala is carefully 
drawn out of colorful sand. 
  
Daily activities and art installations: May 10 – June 7 
Closing Reception Saturday June 7th  7pm-9pm 

mailto:library@yinghuaacademy.org


MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWS 

Toys on display … 
 

...at Minnesota History Center!  A new exhibit opens 
on Saturday, May 24, 2014.  It features toys from the 
50’s, 60’s and 70’s.  Fun! 

Chinese Language Arts 
 
On Monday, May 19, the middle school students had the Dictionary Con-
test. The purpose of the dictionary contest is to increase students’ Chi-
nese vocabulary.  
 
5th grade student took place at the cafeteria for the contest while 6th-8th 
grade stayed at their CLA classrooms. Students were using the brand new 
Chinese dictionary to look for the pinyin, radical, word, and the page 
number for each character. Although some of the characters have not 
been learned, students still applied their best skills to find them from the 
dictionary. 
 

“ It was not easy,” some students commented afterwards,” but it was 

fun!” 

http://www.minnesotahistorycenter.org/exhibits/toys-of-50s-60s-and-70s

