
It is a busy time for everyone during 
the final few weeks of school:  the 
students and the teachers are busy 
preparing for the finals; Mrs. Berg 
and I are diligently conducting our 
final round of teacher observations 
and writing their final performance 
reviews. 

For some teachers, a typical review 
week consists of having students lis-
ten to lectures and do endless work-
sheets.  At Yinghua, we encourage 
our teachers to take a more creative 
approach. During our observations, 
I was very pleased to see many fun 
activities being used to review con-
cepts, in addition to worksheets.  For 
example, a teacher used games to 
review phrases and practice read-

ing comprehension.  Another review 
lesson was about descriptive writing 
in which the students were paired 
to verbally describe each other’s ap-
pearance before putting their words 
on paper, all in Chinese!  In another 
great lesson the students were asked 
to select a character from the cards 
the teacher prepared and made up 
a story about the character: the stu-
dents used their imagination to make 
the stories fun using the vocabulary 
and sentence patterns they needed 
to work on.

Conducting observations is an impor-
tant step for us to guide and coach 
our teachers who play such a crucial 
role in educating our students.  We 
observed so many wonderful lessons 
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Dear parents,

Thank you for coming to the Academic Performances.  I was de-
lighted to see the event so well attended by families.  I hope you 
came away with a good idea of what your student has accom-
plished in this school year!

Sue’s News

Dear parents,

Over the last few weeks I’ve had the 
opportunity to “rub elbows” with 
experts in the fields of immersion 
education and charter schools.  
These gatherings have provided 
stimulating conversations about 
best practices as well as the chal-
lenges of our important work.

The K-12 Mandarin Program Administra-
tors’ Conference as well as the Professional 
Development Workshop for Teachers at 
the University of Minnesota’s Confucius 
Institute on May 14-15 featured Professor 
Madeline K. Spring.  She has played a lead-
ership role in Chinese Language Flagship 
programs.  Her expertise on topics such 
as curricular development, assessment, 
teacher beliefs, adapting authentic ma-
terials, technology, literacy, immersion 
Chinese curricular issues, teaching read-
ing, writing, cultural competence, and on-
line communities was obvious.  We were 
particularly honored to host Dr. Spring 
prior to the meetings and to receive her 
praise for what she saw and heard at Ying-
hua.  It is inspiring and confirming to know 
from a person of her caliber that we are on 
the right track!
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Hello Parents!

The school year is winding down!  Hard to believe that May is almost 
over!  As things prepare to wrap up, I have two very important an-
nouncements.
 
First, I wanted to remind everyone of our last big Student Life event 
going on now.  We started our Global Community Service Project this 
past Monday and it will run through the end of the year.  For this year’s 
project, we are collecting new and unused school supplies for Liufux-
iang Middle School.  Liufuxiang is a small rural school about 4 hours 
south of Beijing.  Our goal is to fill 2 boxes of school supplies for the 
320 students and 28 teachers at the school.  We are doing this drive at 
the end of the school year in the hopes that students, staff, and families 
may be willing to donate their new and unused school supplies that are 
left over from this school year.  Store bought items are also welcome.  
The items we are collecting are pencils, pens, crayons (in their boxes), 
markers, erasers, chalk, rulers, glue, and child safe scissors.  If you are 
interested in participating you may drop your donated items in the red 
box along the wall in the cafeteria near the gym.
 
Second, we are in the process of setting up busing for the 2015-2016 
school year.  The first step is adjusting the routes.  We hope to add a 
7th bus for next year which will allow us to add a few more stops.  To 
help us narrow down the potential location of possible new stops we 
are sending out a survey.  The purpose of the survey is to confirm if 
you will continue using busing next year.  More importantly, it will con-
firm which families would like to request busing for the first time.  So, 
if you would like a new stop created in your neighborhood, this is your 
chance to submit your request.
 
Of course, with only 6-7 buses, we are still not able to accommodate 
every busing request.  In order to maximize our limited resources we 
will continue our “hub stop” model with the majority of the new stops 
located within the city of Minneapolis.  Though we cannot guarantee 
that every request will be met, we will look at each request carefully 
and see what the bus company is able to accommodate. 
 
The survey will be open May 22-June 5.  Once the survey closes, we will 
not be accepting any further requests for the 2015-2016 school year.
 
To access the 2015-2016 Busing Survey, please click on the link below.
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VcvhrHHKKQBh7H6zpkXqJpXVB3i0jbhzucx93rTJpik/viewform
 
Thanks everyone and have a wonderful Memorial Day Weekend!
Jeremy Brewer

Brewer’s Blog
Jeremy Brewer | Dean of Students
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Last week I was fortunate to hear Robin Lake, the Director of the 
Center of Reinventing Public Education (CRPE) at the University of 
Washington, speak at the Annual Charter School Partners/Partner 
Schools Breakfast.  She is internationally recognized for her re-
search and analysis of U.S. public school system reforms, including 
charter schools and charter management organizations.  On May 
19 she discussed “what’s next for the charter movement”.   She ap-
plauded Minnesota for its important pioneer work in the creation 
and continuous improvement of charter schools.  Her overriding 
message, although optimistic, was that we are not there yet.  She 
reminded the audience of school leaders and board members that 
“public education is a goal not a particular set of institutions”.  Thus 
her hope is that we can figure out strategies with districts, share 
resources, focus on equity, and bring all members of every com-
munity along remembering always that choice is a fundamental 
fabric to our work.

Next week, we look forward to hosting the Board of Friends of 
Education, our school’s authorizer, for their annual meeting on 
Wednesday, May 27.  They will have a tour and a presentation 
about Yinghua prior to their board meeting.  According to Presi-
dent Beth Topoluk, “We have a lot of board members really inter-
ested in this tour – seeing little kids rattling off Chinese is going to 
be a huge hit!”

After attending this week’s Academic Performances, I am certain 
that you agree that seeing our kids demonstrate true learning in 
both Chinese and English and across all subject areas was exciting.  
Their level of accomplishment makes my heart sing!

Happy Memorial Day Weekend!
Sue Berg

Sue’s News (continued)
that it would be selfish of us not to share them with the rest 
of the teaching staff.  In fact, we asked 6 teachers in different 
grade levels to demonstrate their lessons for their peers for 
today’s Professional Development; in particular, we would 
like them to demonstrate how they organized their lessons 
and applied the “teach-practice-check” technique.

During our final review meetings with the teachers, we will 
be sharing with them our observation feedback and ask the 
teachers to set up two goals for next year:  one personal 
and one professional. The personal goal could be as simple 
as “be home for dinner every night” or “I would like to jog 
three times per week.”  The professional goal could be “take 
a licensure course at the University of Minnesota” or as spe-
cific as “learn two new strategies of teaching language and 
content.”   What we are trying to do is support the teachers 
to balance their personal and professional lives and to seek 
constant improvement. 

As Yinghua grows, we are hoping to cultivate many, many 
good teachers.  Please be sure to thank our wonderful 
teachers for their efforts and hard work as we approach the 
end of the school year.  

Have a restful long weekend! 

Sincerely, 
Luyi Lien, Ph.D.

Curriculum Corner (continued)
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Physical Education News
By Sarah Totall

We spent a week learning about safety and cruising the park.  
Thank you for sending your child’s helmet and gear to school.  
We have one more week of Wheels Week.

Equipment Pick Up
PLEASE pick up your child’s gear on your child’s last day of PE 
next week.  Example: all 3rd grade gear needs to be picked up 
on Thursday, May 28.  We need to clear out part of gym for the 
Spring Orchestra/Choral Concert.  The only classes who should 
have gear at school on Friday May 29 is Grades 2C, 2D, 4A, 4C, 
5A, and 5C.  Grades 6-8th last day will be Wednesday, May 27.
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After-School Updates
By Libby Pomroy

Super Summer Program Cancelled

While we had enthusiastic families sign up for or our first try 
at a summer enrichment program, registrations were too low 
to run the program in July. None of the enrichment classes or 
the SummerCare program will run.  Many of the vendors who 
were to teach these awesome enrichment classes will join our 
school-year enrichment program during the 2015-16 school 
year.

After-School News

Regular enrichment and Conservatory of Music classes ended 
Thursday, May 21.  Make-up music lessons are scheduled for 
next week. Your child’s music teacher has contacted you if a 
make-up lesson is scheduled.  If you have questions, please 
contact libby.pomroy@yinghuaacademy.org.

English Books for China
By Abigail Pribbenow

Dr. Lien is collecting English language books for our sister 
schools in Hohhot, China.  Please consider donating new (or 
like-new) books at the fifth grade reading level and below.  
Books sought include picture dictionaries, leveled reader sets, 

children’s poetry collections, 
and series such as Flat Stanley, 
Cam Jansen, the Boxcar Chil-
dren, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, 
Magic School Bus, Little House 
on the Prairie, Percy Jackson, 
Harry Potter and books by E.B. 
White.  Deadline to donate is 
Thursday, June 4—look for the 
box near Dr. Lien’s office.



Protect Your Family Against 
Ticks!
Information adapted from the CDC website by Ginger 
Hao

Hi YA parents! As the summer arrives, we wanted to remind you 
of the importance of routinely checking yourself and your chil-
dren for ticks. Ticks can infect humans with bacteria, viruses, 
and parasites that can cause serious illness. There are two 
types of ticks most commonly found in Minnesota, the wood 
tick (also called the American Dog Tick) and the deer tick (as 
called the Blacklegged Tick). Deer ticks are smaller than wood 
ticks and also the most dangerous, sometimes spreading Lyme 
Disease, as well as other diseases.  Please see the picture for a 
comparison of the two ticks. When enjoying activities such as 
gardening, camping, hiking, and playing outdoors, don’t for-
get to take steps to prevent bites from ticks.

Before You Go Outdoors

•	 Know where to expect ticks. Ticks live in moist and humid 
environments, particularly in or near wooded or grassy ar-
eas. You may come into contact with ticks during outdoor 
activities around your home or when walking through leaf 
litter or near shrubs. Always walk in the center of trails in 
order to avoid contact with ticks.

•	 Wear light-colored clothing to make ticks easier to spot.
•	 Consider using products containing permethrin or DEET 

to kill or repel ticks if you are in an area known to have ticks 
for an extended time, such as when hiking or camping. 

After You Come Indoors

Check your clothing for ticks. Ticks 
may be carried into the house on 
clothing. Any ticks that are found 
should be removed. Placing clothes 
into a dryer on high heat for at least 
an hour effectively kills ticks. Don’t 
forget to check pets as well!

Shower soon after being outdoors. 
Showering within two hours of 
coming indoors has been shown 
to reduce your risk of getting Lyme 
disease. Showering may help wash 
off unattached ticks and it is a good 
opportunity to do a tick check.

Check your body for ticks after 

being outdoors. Conduct a full body check upon return from 
potentially tick-infested areas, which even includes your back 
yard. Use a hand-held or full-length mirror to view all parts of 
your body. Check these parts of your body and your child’s 
body for ticks:

•	 Under the arms
•	 In and around the ears
•	 Inside belly button
•	 Back of the knees
•	 In and around the hair
•	 Between the legs
•	 Around the waist

What to Do if You Find an Attached Tick

Remove the attached tick as soon as you notice it by grasping 
with tweezers or fingers, as close to the skin as possible, and 
pulling it straight out while applying constant pressure until 
the tick releases. Do not twist or jerk the tick, as this might cause 
some of its mouth parts to break off and remain attached. Save 
the tick or take a picture of it for identification purposes in case 
illness develops.

Watch for signs of illness such as rash or fever in the days and 
weeks following the bite, and see a health care provider if these 
develop. Your risk of acquiring a tick-borne illness depends on 
many factors, including where you live, what type of tick bit 
you, and how long the tick was attached. If you become ill after 
a tick bite, see a health care provider.
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Announcing… 

 

The Yinghua Academy 
2014-2015 YEARBOOK 
Our yearbook is planned to include: 

• All color pages that vibrantly capture school memories 
• Original cover design that reflects our school’s spirit and uniqueness 

• Durable, high-quality hard cover protects treasured memories for a lifetime 
 

Please order your yearbook by visiting: 

https://ybpay.lifetouch.com

School ID code: 11174915 

$20.00 
Orders Due by June 5th. 
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