
Before the conference, please spend 
some time talking with your child 
about your expectations for school. 
You can find out how your child feels 
about school; how your child thinks 
he/she is doing in school; and if there 
is anything that your child would like 
you to ask or tell the teacher(s).  If 
you have specific concerns that you 
would like the teachers to know in 
advance, please feel free to email the 

classroom teachers with your con-
cerns so they can prepare the infor-
mation for you. 

On the day of the conference, please 
be punctual and respect other par-
ents’ conference times by ending 
your meeting promptly.  For grades 
K-4, the typical conference with your 
child’s homeroom teacher is 20 min-
utes.  Meetings with specialists and 
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Curriculum Corner
Luyi Lien, Ph. D.  | Academic Director

Dear Yinghua Families,
For the past few weeks we have been actively preparing for our 
fall parent-teacher conferences which are scheduled on October 
15 (1:00pm to 8:00pm) and October 16 (8:00am to 2:00pm). We 
would like to share student progress with parents early in the 
school year so we can make sure that school and home are head-
ing towards the same goals for your child.

Sue’s News

Dear parents,
As I contemplated today’s newslet-
ter, I reflected on the rare opportu-
nities to share Yinghua’s story that 
took place this week at Yinghua.  
First of all, thanks to Wynee Igel 
and Abigail Pribbenow, YACA Co-
Chairs for Grandparents’ Day, this 
event was raised to a whole new 
level this year!  

An impressive 470 grandparents joined 
us for a portion of the day and it was one 
of those out-of-the-ordinary occasions 
for our students.  They were spellbound 
as they heard tales of one room school-
houses, African safaris, Polaroid cameras 
with film, bee keepers, meteorological 
studies of the polar ice cap at the North 
Pole, the adventures of an airline pilot, 
and more.  Naturally, the children were 
in awe but likewise the grandparents 
were amazed by the students’ Chinese 
language abilities and the marvelous op-
portunity to attend school in such a rich, 
diverse environment.  They immersed 
themselves in our bi-lingual, bi-cultural 
environment for a sliver of time.  I hope 
we’ll see them at our Chinese New Year 
performance in February, if not before! 

continued on page 4

Sue Berg | Executive Director

Upcoming Events

141010
Deadline for Parent/Teacher 

Conference Sign-ups
Please sign up for conferences on the  pro-
vided website: (http://www.ptcfast.com/
schools/Yinghua_Academy)  by Oct. 10th.  
Any questions about conference sign-ups 
can be directed toward  dave.madsen@

yinghuaacademy.org
continued on page 3

Grandparents’ 
Day in Review
See Page 3 for details
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Brewer’s Blog
Jeremy Brewer | Dean of Students

Hello Parents and Happy Friday!
 
I thought everyone would like a quick update re-
garding morning arrival and afternoon dismissal.  
I must say, it’s going very smoothly now!

• All of the morning buses are arriving between 8:30-8:37.  
Right on target!

• The afternoon buses are leaving at 3:55 each day.

• Dismissal time for Walk-up and Curbside pick-up has been 
cut by more than half since the first week of school!

• We are getting all of the students out the door and picked 
up on average between 4:05-4:15!

Those stats are amazing, especially when you consider that 
we wrapped up each day last year by 4:15, and we had over 
100 fewer students and fewer cars!  We are now averaging 
90-100 cars in the queue line and 60-100 parents at walk-up 
each day!  Wow!

Thank you all for your patience and support in following the 
procedures.  We couldn’t have streamlined things without 
everyone’s teamwork!
 
That being said, we do need to send a quick reminder about 
traffic procedures.

• Please do not park or drop your children on the west side of 
Fillmore which requires them to cross the busy street.  There 
are no crosswalks so this is very dangerous and quite worri-
some for the staff supervising morning arrival.

• Please do not park in the staff parking lot to drop your chil-
dren or walk them into Door 14.  We have limited spaces and 
they are reserved for staff who are also arriving in the morn-
ing and need a place to park.

• Please do not pull into the area in front of the dumpsters 
to drop your children.  This is a no-parking/no-loading zone 
and goes against the one-way flow of the parking lot.

The Spelling Bee Is Coming!
by Bradly Byykkonen
This week students will receive a 
study list for the school’s spelling 
bee.  Classroom spelling bees will 
take place in late October or early 
November.  The Yinghua Academy 
Spelling Bee will take place in De-
cember.  The winner of our school’s 
spelling bee will take part in the dis-
trict semifinals, which is a 50-item, 

computer-based, spelling-and-vo-
cabulary test administered between 
January 20–30, 2015. Up to fifty of 
the top scorers in the semifinals will 
qualify for the 2014 Minnesota Seven 
County Metro Area Regional Spelling 
Bee, which will take place on March 
21, 2015.

• Please do not drop your children in front of the school, 
unless for health reasons.

• I have attached a simplified map to the newsletter to 
help further clarify these reminders.

 Thanks everyone and have a wonderful weekend!

Jeremy Brewer
Dean of Students

Physical Education Update
By Sarah Totall

Gym Shoes Reminder:  Please make sure your child has a 
pair of gym shoes for Physical Education days. 

Fall clothes reminder:  We are still using our outdoor 
space for Physical Education class.  Please make sure your 
child has layers for Physical Education class.

Yinghua Athletics
On Saturday, September 27, over 50+ Yinghua students 
showed up to play in the first annual Super Soccer Satur-
day.  The in-house soccer teams played a game and the 
two 5-6th grade travel teams played against each other 
to a 3-3 tie.  The weather was great along with the soccer.  
Thanks to all those who helped and participated.
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Grandparents’ Day in Review
By Wynee Igel

What a fun day and fantastic turnout on Thursday! Yinghua Academy bustled with excitement from grand-
parents, staff, volunteers, and students. Last year, we had about 400 grandparents visit with 150 at the 
Kinder Campus. Although our celebration of elders landed on a Thursday, we had 470 grandparents attend 
making 640 visits to classrooms: Kindergarten: 160; 1st grade: 170; 2nd grade: 90; 3rd grade: 80; 4th and 5th 
grades: 40 each; 6th grade: 30; and 7th and 8th grades: under 10 guests each. 

Announcement #2
by John Doe

This year, grandparents marked maps indicating 
where they were from, currently living, and their 
heritage. Besides Minnesota and the Midwest, 
grandparents marked places from the east coast, 
west coast, southwest, and south. One grand-
mother made a special trip from California. “I regret 
not making my husband come with me,” she said. 
“Next year!” Another student’s family was com-
pletely surprised when grandpa drove in from out 
of the country to come to this event. 

Our presenters in grades K-4 sang songs, decorated 
cookies, made paper airplanes, and shook cream 
into butter. Students listened to stories about life 
on the Oregon Trail, being inducted to the Min-
nesota Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, Christmas pro-
grams, pickle ball, breakfast in China as a child com-
pared to America, and growing up in Madagascar, 
Australia, and America Samoa. I wish I could have 
listened in on every single story.

K-4 grandparents were treated to songs and po-
ems and students-made hand tracings and kites. 

Additionally, everyone raced each other using 
chopsticks to pick up as many marshmallows as 
possible. Many learned what an immersion school 
is like. Middle school grandparents listened about 
the Middle School Spring Trip to China, observed 
classes, ate lunch with students, and about a dozen 
were interviewed by grandchildren.

Abigail and I would like to express a huge, huge 
thank you to all of our 80+ volunteers who helped 
make Grandparents’ Day a success. We had many 
volunteers and staff work on activities last spring, 
over the summer, and behind the scenes to plan 
this event, including some grandparents. Thank 
you to our student sign-makers:  Rui Rui Bleifuss, 
Cormac Calcaterra, Elijah Easton, Eleanor Hallman, 
Wesley Hallman, Caitlin Igel, Jacqueline Igel, Grace 
Olsen, Caroline Peterson, and Paimloon Yang. 
Thanks to YACA and the YACA Board for sponsoring 
Grandparents’ Day. A special thanks to Facilities, 
Custodial Services, and Cafeteria Staff for clean-
ing, setting up, cleaning up, and directing traffic 
throughout the building and in the cafeteria.

Sue’s News (continued)
Locally, our expansion has 
captured the interest of our 
neighbors, as you might imag-
ine.  In response to an inquiry, 
we invited a reporter from 
The Northeaster to join in the 
festivities of the Double Ninth 
Celebration.  Although the kite 
festival on the park was rained 
out, she was able to experience 
the wisdom of our elders, the 
spirit of our teachers, and the 
talents of our students.  We’ll 
look forward to her upcoming 
story about Yinghua.

On a national level, we hosted 
a reporter from the New York 
Times this week on Wednesday.  
I know!  I admit to being just a 
little intimidated but within a 
short time of Jane Peterson’s 
arrival, it was apparent that she, 
too, realized the gem of a school 
that we have here at Yinghua.  
The fact that our school was the 
first Chinese immersion charter 
school sets us apart but what 
is most impressive is the great 
achievements of our students, 
year after year.  We’ll keep you 
posted as we know more about 
Yinghua in the news. 

Henry Ford once said, “Any-
one who stops learning is old, 
whether at twenty or eighty.  
Anyone who keeps learning 
stays young.  The greatest 
thing in life is to keep your 
mind young.” I’m positive I’ll 
be forever young as long as I’m 
lucky enough to be at Yinghua 
Academy.  

Warm regards,
Sue Berg
Executive Director

It’s Book Fair Time!
by Becky Hoffmann
Be sure to stop by the Fall book fair during conferences. 
Hours of operation are:

Noon - 8PM on Wednesday, October 15

8AM - 2PM on Thursday, October 16

The fair will include a large selection of books from Scho-
lastic and Usborne, for ages ranging from preschool to 
middle school. If you miss the book fair or would like to 
browse a larger selection of the books Schoalstic has to 

offer, you can shop and order online. All orders placed 
through the online fair qualify for free shipping to the 
school and are sent home with your student. The online 
fair runs from Friday, October 10th through Friday, Octo-
ber 27th.

Thanks for shopping! Remember, we receive a percentage 
of sales in free books, so your purchase means more books 
for Yinghua’s growing library.



Curriculum Corner (continued) 你好老师！Hello Teacher!
By Dave Madsen

Every week, our newsletter features one teacher/staff mem-
ber from Yinghua Academy as a way to help introduce you 
to the many stories and characters in our school. This week’s 
teacher is Jasmine Lu.

MS subject teachers have been scheduled for 10 minutes. 
At the conference, you will have the opportunity to see your 
child’s work samples, review test results and the NWEA Student 
Progress Report.  You can also expect a Conference Guide that 
states your child’s academic progress in different subject areas 
and how he/she is doing in relation to the school’s character/
behavior expectations. You will have a chance to address spe-
cific concerns you may have or receive additional information 
from the teachers. Please inquire as to how you can reinforce 
classroom learning at home. To make the best use of the lim-
ited conference time, focus your attention on the areas most 
important to your child. 

After the conference, please discuss the results of the confer-
ence with your child; praise your child for doing well or making 
progress, but also discuss areas for improvement identified by 
the teacher. Please make sure your child understands that you 
will communicate with the teacher on a regular basis and if it 
is necessary, you will also schedule additional meetings with 
the teacher. It is important for students to know that parents 
and teachers are working together to help them become suc-
cessful.

If you have additional questions or concerns that you would 
like to discuss with the administration, please feel free to con-
tact us. The Executive Director, Mrs. Berg, the Dean of Stu-
dents, Mr. Brewer, and I will all be available during conference 
time.  You can either schedule a meeting with one of us using 
the online sign-up system or just stop by and talk to us. We are 
here to support your students. 

We look forward to seeing you at conferences. 

Sincerely, 
Luyi Lien, Ph.D.
Academic Director

During her first few days 
at Yinghua Academy, 
Jasmine Lu remembers 
being in awe of the dedi-
cated teachers who were 
taking extra time to pre-
pare for their lessons and 
work with students after 
school. Now that she is 
6A’s Homeroom teacher, 

Lu Laoshi can identify with her for-
mer colleagues as she often stays 
past her classroom hours and into 
the evenings. 

“I’ve put in my weekend time, too,” 
she added. Lu Ming-Jie (Lu Laoshi’s 
Chinese name) reported that the 
biggest change she’s seen since 
starting at Yinghua is the amount 
of Chinese she hears in and out of 
the classrooms. “The school has 
become bigger,” she said. “And 
much better, too.” 

Though Chinese takes time and 
effort to learn, Lu Laoshi wants to 
continue to encourage both stu-
dents and parents to keep practic-
ing no matter how difficult it may 
seem.

English Name:

Jasmine Lu

Chinese Name:

卢明洁

(Lu Ming-Jie)

Class number/Subject:

6A Homeroom

Birthplace/Hometown:

Taiwan
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So You’re Not a Runner...
By Meghan Byram

I wanted to wish you all a very happy Twin Cities Marathon 
weekend!  There are many events this weekend, including 
a 5K, 10K, 10 mile, and of course the main event: 26.2 miles 
that have been deemed the most beautiful 26.2 miles of 
any urban marathon in the country.  Very good luck and 
congrats to any of our Yinghua community members who 
are running this weekend.  While I am not running the mar-
athon, I will be running the 5K, 10K and 10 mile (it’s called 
the Loony Challenge), and then I will get to join the other 
300,000 spectators who show up to support the marathon 
runners.  I joined the crowds supporting the runners for the 
first time in 2011 and got a lot more than I bargained for.  
Since I had just a few seconds to glimpse, clap, and shout for 
each of my friends who I went to support, I had a lot of time 
to notice all the other runners passing.  The thing that was 
most amazing to me was that, while some of them did look 
like runners, most of them just looked like normal people!  I 
was struck by this amazing thing that regular people of all 
different ages and sizes were doing.  Even in the moment, 
I knew it was an experience that would stick with me and 
it has remained one of the most inspiring moments of my 
life.  I look forward to this yearly dose of inspiration, and it 
arrives right on schedule this Sunday.  Maybe you’ll join me, 
on what will hopefully be a beautiful fall day with your bag 
chair, breakfast pastry, and hot drink.

Yinghua community members: 2 weeks ago I invited you to 
run with me, and while I’ve had a bit of positive feedback, 
my runs have remained quite lonely.  We ran into some rain 
this week but I still plan on meeting at 4:15 PM at the corner 
of Buchanan and 16th this coming Thursday.  I know this is 
a challenge with child care—I don’t have the answer and 
know that for some of you it just won’t work out.  Here were 
a few ideas: The obvious being aftercare, and the other 
thought I had was to buddy-up and trade off watching the 
kiddos on the playground and rotating amongst the group 
you’ve made for who will run or walk (with Mrs. Kim Gill) 
each week.  If you’re planning to come or if you have any 
questions, please send me an email at meghan.byram@
yinghuaacademy.org.

I will continue to hope to see you!
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Art Event: MIA Family Day October 12
By Meghan Byram

The October theme is Planes, Trains & ARTomobiles! 
Meet the cast of “The Choo Choo Bob Show” and sing along to tunes about trains, design your very own art car, design 
an imagination-powered jet pack and zoom around the MIA, and a whole lot more, FREE!  While I often work the MIA 
family day events, I will not be able to make this month’s event, so I’m counting on our students to give me reviews of 
their experiences!  More info at: http://new.artsmia.org/event/planes-trains-artomobiles/

MS Science Update
By Andrew Scheid

5th Grade:
Students dissected bean seeds to identify 3 basic parts.  
Seeds were germinated in order to observe the devel-
opment of the embryo and then some were planted to 
become seedlings.  Plant structure and function will be 
the topic for the next couple weeks.

6th Grade:
Students completed several engineering projects where 
they had to construct, test, and modify designs.  Motion 
and data analysis is the current topic.  Students will read 
and make graphs of speed and acceleration using equa-
tions.  They will design, build, and test their own vehicles 
from mostly recycled materials.

7th/8th Grade:
Students are con-
tinuing the study of 
life and the criteria/
commonalities of liv-
ing things.  Yeast was 
proved to be living 
with a student-de-
signed experiment 
involving energy and 
temperature range.  
Students are learning 
how living things are 
classified and will use 
a dichotomous key in 
the identification of 
trees.
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YINGHUA MORNING ARRIVAL & 
AFTERNOON DISMISSAL

Reminder Map - 10/03/14
RED – No Parking/No Student Drop-Off 

GREEN – Arrival/Dismissal Area 

YELLOW - Buses


